Straight on from thd?inocchio: Fall, 2018: Marla Perkins, Ph.D.

The first thing | do anywhere | go is to find a relevant landmark so that | can find my way around. This

was easy in Nabeul, Tunisia: the Pinocchio was obvious and centrally located. | walked toward the

Pinocchio to get the main part of town, left thite Pinocchio for the train station, right at the Pinocchio

for the market, and straight on from the Pinocchio to reach the more administrative parts of town, like

the post office and banks and some larger pottery stofid® second thing | do is a ser@avhat | call
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the sidewalk that correlates with the side of the road that they drive on, the right in Tunisia, but | have

to remember this in places BkJapan and New Zealand, where people drive on the left. In Tunisia, the
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stood still, pretending to pay attention to some plantapd then he rolled hisyes and went around,
0SOIdzaS LQY 200QA2dzafte (22 addzZAR G2 Y2@S 2dzi 27F




Straight on from thd?inocchio: Fall, 2018: Marla Perkins, Ph.D.

There was an important egption to the usual sidewaltules. Being a peagbtrian in Tunisia citiesis its
own adventure More specifically, crossingyads as g@edestian isan extreme sport like parkour, free

ice climbing, or deefvater soldng: Eporttbecause it takesonsiderable skill to avoiekecuting the
activity poorly and¥xtremeCin that poorexecution resultsn considerable risk of serious physical harm.
Sofor several days, it took me quite a while to find a suitably large break in the traffic that my lack of
skilland accompanyingsk of physical harm would be mitigated. Then | saw a woman walk up to a curb,
flick a couple of fingers out at a forfive degree angle to her hip, and walk casually into traffic thad
stopped in both diretions. | was flabbergasted and ngahyperventilated right there on the curb, but |
pulled myself togetheand parasitized the gap in traffic that she had created. ¥asan internationaly
renowned actress, a traffistopping beauty queen? No. Was she a bureatwith the ability to make
driverives difficult if they did@yield? No. Further observations suggested that giisnomenon was
available to any woman, and | tried it myse&lfth great success. The finglick quickly became such
habit that using it nearly killed me a qale of times oge | got to Germany, where the fingiick does

not work.
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The third thing that happensould be anything. In Tunisia, it was finding a stray cat to feed. This one
lived in the courtyard behind the threstar hotel where as staying for $9/nighti now believe that
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was too much, especially in the effason)and | was on the third floor. | could hear the cat howfimg
something from all the way up on the third floor. When I checked, the cat looked quite thin, so when |
had found the grocery store, | picked up some cat food, too, and dropped the cat food from my balcony
onto the floor below. It went splat, and the tcspent at least fifteen minutes wandering around the
courtyard eating every last bit of fooBeeding the cat stopped the howlinbhis worked well most of

the time, but one morning, | almosiropped cat food ora painter who was painting the railing olmet

balcony below me.
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On most days, | went to the beach. Some days, it was too windy, and the waves were pounding the

beach, whichmakes swimming and boesurfing difficul= I yR 2y 2y S &dzOK RIFI&3X 0S¥
the beach on windy days, a wapicked me up, slammed me down, and | broke my smallest right toe on
arockD22 R (G KAy 3 K I This wahat ghQadf theviéndykd&/&ritl dhad hauled myself out

of the waterto try to take a decent picture of this bird (darkish bird, brightkground) Herel had my

first out-of-hotel, nonsidewalkinteraction with a Tunisian. He invited me to his place, was impressed

with my blue eyes, told me he had dogs, invited me to sit on his deck, and explained his job and how he

likes to make improveents to his house on weekends. Then he asked me to marry him. Not so much,

no, but thank youl know how the sidewalk experiments turn o&ut maybe he was driver, and a

fingerflick would be all it would take teearrange the world in my fav@rkl never know.
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Nabeul is justly famous for its pottery. One hears all kinds of things about the Muslim marigt of
theminaccurate(Wil KS adzaf AY 62 NI RQ A a -iragtBateBommoriphrases, yoRA R (S &
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both inside and outside the Muslim world. | was told to wear a heawlring outside of Tunis, but that

gl ayQid 3I22R I ROA OS ® oralyNiere gltige hedd @®vekingdutll §fill viote ang dzt

sun hat | was told never to make eye contact and to wear sunglasses to help avoid eye contact. | wore
sunglassesforthe dzy' = odzi AdQa Slaeée Sy2dzaK (2 GStf 6KSGKSNJ
sunglasses. | was told never to smile at anyone, but that lasted about thirty se¢dows the

Mediterranean, and | was having a good time, so | sngitetlhad a gooditne, and everyone else

seemed to enjoy having a good time near me, too.
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| was told never to touch anything in markets unless | intended to buy it. Hooey. | touched all kinds of

KAy 3a K lofintend t&RbuyRnélQding thededrtoises. | could have gotten a very good price,

and the seller assured me that it would be fine, and easy, to sneak one of these through airport security.
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in Germany would work for any of the tortoises. | did ask where the little ones came from, trying to elicit
whether they were collected or bred. The seller assured me that getting little ones was no problem: the

big ones make the littles ones.



