Good Adice: Crossing the US in 2018, Mdkxrkins, Ph.D.

It can be difficult to find time to take cros®untry road trips, so when | decided to leave a job and have

a gap in time before trying to latch onto another job, | also decided to make a vacation out of the move.
Beyond that, there were a lot @iptions.D2 &2 dzi KK L Q@S yS@GSNI 6SSy G2 bSs
Orleans is not compatible with my general goal of avoiding hot weather. Go back the way | came? That

was interesting, but I think mom and | did a relatively good job on that when | waseomay b
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the metropolitan areaWhat | really wanted 2 R2 ¢l & 32 G2 DfFOASNI bl A2yl
across the country, why not do so in two directions? Somewhere in my brain, that line of reasoning

made, and still makes, sense. So | took off north, with the first séapgba visit to the ndh rim of the

Grand Canyon. | was hoping to see the bison againtteydmade that possible.
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to-rim hikes, and a#éirnoons for a couple afamping weekends. This time, | made sure to have a sunset
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Prescott, he had driven about five miles (8 km) from the box in Prescott, and the trailer flipped. James
and pds were fine but had ben given a pretty thorough shaking. The trailer did not do so well.

| drove back to Prescott to sort belongings from rubble and throw the belongings on a truck to be moved
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W YSaQ O2 YL} A GbnipicatedtBian dmiteNUfeft agairNie days later, on my own. After all

of the chaosthe openspaces of Utah were asual and cognitive vacation. My first stop on the second

excursion was to an anticline outside of Moab. Well outsitlee location is given as San Juan County,

an area of nearly eight thousand square miles (over twenty thousand edglameters). The statof

Utah maintains a relatively smooth, wide dirt road for thittyo miles (51.5 km) from the paved road to

the anticline overlook | Y RY @Sa3X LQY (KS -ogrNiesautfof thed@dyHosee ¢ K2 R
an interesting gological feature Thatlevel of road workmight seem excessive, but given the
bureaucratic nightmare | returned to upon arrival in upstate New York, | have reached a new
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sure howmy fatherand | missed this feature on our tour of Utah, but we did. | stopped to complete my
collection of clines, this time thaine that is an ugold of rock strata
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As a matter of principle, | consider and then dismiss most advice. Either the advice is irrelevant or
potentially damaging, or the person delivering the advice is a lifestyle tyrant who mostly wantko

other people live, beand think as they do. Tyrants might come up with good advice accidentally, but
this is rare. The advice | received in Utah was not to take the hike into Horseshoe Canyon to see the
pictographs and petroglyphstend to accept dvice to take a hike, but do avoid a hikeThe advice

should have been not to make the drive on the dirt road back to the trailhead. It was the worst road |
have ever driven, but perhaps not the worst | have ever been on, a distinction that goesdad er
Indonesia. It was wae than the Baja 1000 section of road to Bahia de Los Angeles, with potholes, 5
inch (12.7 cm) high washboarding, and sand dunes (yes, thedittle car Kablooey through a couple of
sand dunes, using techniques that | haverencommonly used for snowri@ts). The National Park

Service reports that the road is graded, and | did see the grader, but aside from some removal of some
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worth it, however; thereare hundreds of pictographs and petroglyphs, not all marked on the map. The
represented people have pets and couture.
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moving more quickly than | vé&a but | did see some terrific tracks.



