Around Athens, 2013: Marla Perkins, Ph.D.

There is an interesting project and group in Athens, attempting to renew Atheran intellectual

capital of the worldl went to one of their conference#f. was a conference of especially variable

quality, but the location wasef especially higlguality. Athensd 5 * "isnahtetrific place. | stayed in a
hostel for well under my usual budget of $20/night. It was located on a quiet, pedestnigrstreet

within walking distance of one of the airpeshuttle stops and, more importantly, the Partheno

(g M ° s architects: Iktino® |1 ¢ _, Kalikrate® 1 " < < ' Sand'/maybe Karpioa y " ~ jtotal A 0
costof construction 469 silver talents)Part of what makes Athens terrific is that so much of historical
interest is within easy walking distancEamywhere,and there are small pedestrian maps at nearly

every intersection showing where one is and where the nearest points of interest are located. Being a

pedestrian in Athens is like walkingaconatt@-R2 10a I+ YSd LUIQA F GSNNATFTAO 3t
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The famows Greek columns are justly famous, but as | was walking around, it occurred to me that the

amount of space devoted to the columns in ttanous buildings limits the horizontal space. The

interior areas of these buildings are surprisingly small, given haye the buildings look from the
2dziaARS® ! yiSaa (GKS DNBS1a oSNB alOlfAy3a GKSANI O2f
appeared to be available. | was left wondering after meandering through and around the Parthenon and

the acropolis about peoplwho valued aesthetic principles in practice to this extent. Good for them. No

reason to live with hideous structures when other possibilities exist. It is worth noting that some of the

most visually offensive structures have been built by totalitariagimes; | suspect that visual

offensiveness is just another way to oppress the populace.
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Athens rewards looking up. The zoning laws in Athens forbid buildings from being higher than eight
stories (with stories no doubt limited in height, as wedt),that the acropolis is visible from anywhere in
the city. But it also rewards looking down. The floor stones from long agodesigned and

constructed with the carand capabilityseen anywhere and everywhere.
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In July, the laurels bloonThey arghe national flower of Greecé& here are many kinds of laurels, and

one main story about how they came to be. Dapling i . was fabulously beautiful and attracted the

unwanted attention of Phoebus (after phoiboss ™ * ,iradiantyand aka Apoll® w™ ' <9,4he gun

god (among many other jobsRather than starting the #MeToo movement a few thousand years before

it actually started, she appealed for help to some of the other gods, &aid of thebearth and Ladon

o0 r N 1 of thelrivers and water. The conmaition of harassment by the sun and help from the earth and

the water resulted in laurel all that remained of Daphne was her beautypolloand the other gods

considered this a win for Daphel gAYy Ay GKIFG ! L2 f,andRueRbggné 3ISG S KI
the symbol for victories of all kinds: athletic, intellectuaid military, to name a few
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Caryatid®d 1 M ° _ hare'saulptures of females used azhitecturalsupports. They are not typically

as tall as the columns that are just columns. These are holdipgumfthe roof of the erechtheion

(N~ w . “afrchiteck Mnesicles r A" ° ' scudptor: Rhidias v & * ), dtémpléor mausoleum,
depending in the pespective taken by any given archeologidtese caryatids are among the few

remaining where they were designed to be. The Greek government of theeiftury paid scholars

from around the world to excavate major sites and document findings; the scholarvéd helped
themselves to the best artifacts they could carry off, which was not part of the deal. The consequence of
this theft is that the Metropolitan Museum in New York City and the NeBegsgamon, and Altes

Museuns (the holy trinity of storage fdities) in Berlin have better collections of Greek artifacts than

the National Archeological Museum in Athel8@S OKSO{ SR> FyR AGQa dzy¥2 NI dzy
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| visited rebuilt and leftover st@d ~ _,cdvared walkways best known for being places where
peripateticscholars such as Zeno of Citione " A . A ‘(not%o'be corfused with Zeno of Eléa’

N < 8 h of'paradox fame) walked and thought and discussed. Most of the stoae have collapsed, and
this is a picture of one that has been rebuilt. Around the ground, therestage that look like very old
sidewalks. Stoicism, a philosophy that suggested that the best life could be lived if one avoided
extremes, came about in places where people werdding the sun. As a pasty white person myself, |
do think that the best thinking can be done in the shade and that the sun itself is an extreme. Daphne
herself had to protect herself from the solar harassment.



