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When I travel, even if only to the grocery store, I take some sort of reading material with me.  Because I 

read so much and because so much of what I read is hefty in some way, I am often encouraged not to 

read so much and take a break from taxing myself intellectually.  However, reading is not usually one of 

the most taxing parts or even the most taxing part of getting through the day.  Compared to the usual 

human and sensory chaos available, reading is reassuring and comfortable.  A well written and well 

edited piece takes care of readersΩ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ. 

When I left for New Zealand in early December, 2015, I left with a couple of books, freebies I picked up 

from the discard stacks at the VA hospital library in Prescott, ArizonaΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ±! Ƙospital in the 

USΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀŎƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ 

to beat free books for entertainment value and distraction from smelling airplanes full of people and 

listening to the irritating sounds of public address systems and spending hours or days with primarily 

ŦƭǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ  !ǎ aƛǎǎ tƛƎƎȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ a pretty awful place if getting there is 

ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΦέ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ bŜǿ ½Ŝŀƭŀƴd. 

 

New Zealand: Not an awful place.  From Taupo, I walked along the white cliffs of the Waikato River to a 

local park where there were hot springs publically and freely available. 
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But I was a bit concerned as I spent the first part of the trip in Auckland.  I never like large cities much, 

and Auckland was no exception.  Auckland has nearly 1.5 million residents at the moment, which is 

about a third of the population of the entire country of New Zealand.  Relative to reading, The Client, by 

John Grisham, seemed as good a place to start as any.  Auckland, as the book. certainly had its 

momentsτreading by the fishing docks was one of them, and the conference was good fun, but mostly, 

L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩŘ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪs when the first week was 

such a let-down.   
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{ƻ L ƪŜǇǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ  DǊƛǎƘŀƳΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ  L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ DǊƛǎƘŀƳΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǎ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ōƻƻƪǎΤ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩs 

the difference between piffle like airport books and great literature like Moby Dick and Burmese Days?  

That will be one of the next projects.  But I will have to pay some attention to the piffle in order to make 

relevant comparisons and contrasts, so I paid attention.  As much as I could. 

The excursion to the Waitomo Caves where the glowworms live required more attention than Grisham.  

The glowworms in the Waitomo Caves are a species that only live in New Zealand, Arachnocampa 

luminosa, but they bioluminesce as do many animals who bioluminesce, with an enzyme called 

luciferase, which is named after the beautiful evil being Lucifer.  This seemed an appropriate parallel 

with the beautiful evil characters in the Grisham novel.  The chemical reaction that creates 

ōƛƻƭǳƳƛƴŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ млл҈ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ DǊƛǎƘŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŜΦ  

I paid more attention to Rotorua and its environs than to Grisham.  Rotorua is geologically unstable, 

with geysers and mineral terraces and boiling mud and an all-pervasive smell of sulfur, like a small 

version of Yellowstone National Park.  Hot water is the default in Rotorua, and the houses have ways to 

chill water to have cold running water; corpses are buried above ground so as to avoid boiling the 

corpses (grandma smells delicious!).  I even stood in a place where, back in the late 1800s, over seventy 

tourists were buried alive when a nearby volcano unexpectedly erupted.  I did not stand there long. 
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In Rotorua there is a wharenui, a communal Maori house.  Each tribe of Maori has a wharenui, and the 

house itself provides both a meeting place and a physical location with which the tribe identifies.  

Identifying people by a place sounded familiar; the hunter-ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜǊǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ in 

Indonesia do the same thing.  When I walked into the wharenui, I also saw that the designs are spiral-

based, as are the designs of the hunter-gatherers in Borneo.  Yes, I knew that both the Maori and the 

hunter-gatherers are members of the Austronesian language family, but I did not expect to find overlaps 

in ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿΦ  !ƴŘ LΩƳ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DǊƛǎƘŀƳΣ 

whose book I finished in time to pick up another one at the hostel where I was staying. 

 

  



Reading NZ 15-16, Marla Perkins, Ph.D. 
 

5 
 

The book I picked up was Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead, by Sheryl Sandberg.  The phrase 

άǿƛƭƭ ǘƻέ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻǇŜƴƘŀǳŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ άǿƛƭƭέ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ 

and malevolent and controlled human actions.  Familiarity with Schopenhauer did not help me with 

{ŀƴŘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ 

involved even as they figure out ways to have and care for their families.  I made the whole process 

easier for myself by having animal children instead of human childrenτthere is much less cultural guilt 

given to women who hire a friend or neighbor to take care of the animals. 

In New Zealand, they take care of the trees.  They have stopped cutting down native forest and now 

farm the trees that are used for lumber.  Back in the late 1800s and early 1900s, the government of New 

Zealand sponsored experiments to determine what species of trees would be best for farming.  The 

California redwoods ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǘΣ Ǉǳƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ 

have been left to grow.  It is reassuring to know that, if the California redwoods in California suffer a 

disease, there is a population of them elsewhere that could be used to develop treatments and a 

disease-resistant population.  Here they are with some tree ferns, in the land of ferns. 
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The tree ferns might not look like much when standing next to redwoods, but they are impressive in 

their own right.  One species of them can get to be nearly one hundred feet tall.  I never saw any that 

were that big, bǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ŀƴŘōŜǊƎΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 

standard of comparison for women were not men; men remain the Absolute, and women the Other, as 

de Beauvoir pointed out decades ago, and in taking that perspective, Sandberg reinforced that 

perspective yet again rather than finding a more relevant perspective. 

It was not so hard to find cleared land where sheep are being farmed.  Much of the northern third of the 

north island of New Zealand is devoted to sheep farming.  The shire scenes of the Lord of the Rings 

movies were filmed not far from where this picture was taken.  Those were good books, and movies, 

about a variety of creatures who leaned in to whatever they were doing and did not waste time and 

energy comparing themselves to irrelevant others. 

 

  


