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When | travel, even if only to the grocery store, | take some sort of reading material with me. Because |
read so much and because so much of what | read is hefty in some way, | am often encouraged not to
read so much and take a break from taxing mysediliectually. However, reading is not usually one of

the most taxing parter even the most taxing part of getting through the day. Compared to the usual
human and sensory chaos available, reading is reassuring and comfortable. A well written and well
edited piece takes care of read€ls YAY RA& Ay Ylye gl @a

When | left for New Zealand in early December, 2015, | left with a couple of books, freebies | picked up

from the discard stacks at the VA hospithtary in Prescott, Arizofa A (G Q& (0 KdSpitdl Nl A y | £ + |
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to beat free books for entertainment value and distraction from smelling airplanes full of people and

listening to the irritating sonds of public address systems and spending hours or days with primarily
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New ZealandNot an awful place. From Taupo, | walked along the white cliffsedfVaikato River to a
local park wherdghere were hot springs publicalgnd freely available.
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But | was a bit concerned as | spent the first part of the trip in Andkld never like large cities much,

and Auckland was no exception. Auckland has nearly 1.5 million residents at the moment, which is

about a third of the population of the entire country of New Zealand. Relative to reatliegClientby

John Grishanseemed as good a place to start as aAyckland, as the bookertainly had its

momentg reading by the fishing docks was one of them, trelconference was good fun, but mostly,
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such a letdown.
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the difference between piffle like airport books and great literature Maby Dickand Burmese Day’s

That will be one of the next projects. But | will have to pay some attention to the piffle in order to make
relevant comparisons and contrasts, gmld attention. As much as | could.

The excursion to the Waitomo Caves where the glowworms live required more attention trsha@r

The glowworms in the Waitomo Caves are a species that only live in New Zdakactthocampa

luminosa but they biolumirsce as do many animals who bioluminesce, with an enzyme called

luciferase, which is named after the beautiful evil being Lucifer. This seemed an appropriate parallel

with the beautiful evil characters in the Grisham novel. The chemical reaction tlzesre
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| paid more attention to Rotorua and its environs than to Grisham. Rotorua is geologically unstable,
with geysers and mineral terraces and boiling mud and apeaitasive srall of sulfur like a small

version of Yellowstone National Paidot water is the default in Rotorua, and the houses have ways to
chill water to have cold running water; corpses are buried above ground so as to avoid boiling the
corpses (grandma smellglitious!). | even stood in a place where, back in the late 1800s, over seventy
tourists were buried alive when a nearby volcano unexpectedly erupted. | did not stand there long.
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In Rotorua there is a wharenui, a communal Maori house. Each tridaafi has a wharenui, and the

house itself provides both a meeting place and a physical location with which the tribe identifies.

Identifying people by a place sounded familiar; the husier G K SNBENE L Q@S arSSy Fof S
Indonesiado the same thig. When | walked into the wharenui, | also saw that the designs are-spiral

based, as are the designs of the hunggtherers in Borneo. Yes, | knew that both the Maori and the
hunter-gatherers are members of the Austronesianguagefamily, but | did not expedb find overlaps
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whose book | finished in time to pick up another one at the hostel where | was staying.
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The book | picked up wagan In: WomenNork, and the Will to Leadby Sheryl Sandberg. The phrase

GoAftf G2¢é Ffglea NBYAYRaA YS 2F {OK2LISYyKI dzSNE ¢ K?2
and malevolent and controlled human actions. Familiarity with Schopenhauer did not help me with
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involved even as they figure out ways to have and care for their families. | made the whole process

easier for myself by having animal children instead of humadreimit there is much less cultural guilt

given to women who hire a friend or neighbor to take care of the animals.

In New Zealand, they take care of the trees. They have stopped cutting down native forest and now

farm the trees that are used for lumber. &ain the late 1800s and early 1900s, the government of New

Zealand sponsored experiments to determine what species of trees would be best for farming. The
Californiaredwood®R A R y 20 YIF 1S (GKS Odzix Lidzy AYyGSyRSRX odzi 0
have been left to grow. It is reassuring to know that, if the California redwoods in California suffer a

disease, there is a population of them elsewhere that could be used to develop treatments and a
diseaseresistant population. Here they are with sortree ferns, in the land of ferns.




Reading NZ 1%6, Marla Perkins, Ph.D.

The tree ferns might not look like much when standing next to redwoods, but they are impressive in

their own right. One species of them can get to be nearly one hundred feet talver saw any that
were that big, lblzi G KS& YIRS YS 62yRSNIATF LINIL 2F {IIYyROSNHEC
standard of cenparison for women were not men; men remain the Absolute, and women the Other, as

de Beauvoir pointed out decades ago, and in taking that perspective, Sandbnfaced that

perspective yet again rather than finding a more relevant perspective.

It was not schard to find cleared land where sheep are being farmed. Much of the northern third of the
north island of New Zealand is devoted to sheep farming. The shire scenes of the Lord of the Rings
movies vere filmed not far from where this picture was taken. Those were good books, and movies,
about a variety of creatures who leaned in to whatever they were doing and did not waste time and
energy comparing themselves to irrelevant others.



